Advanced PR
Published Press Releases




CONTACT: Shannon Yardley
FOR RELEASE: Immediate

Chamber Hosts Gala Marking 50th Anniversary Milestone

The room was filled with laughter and chatter as chamber members, new and old, gathered at the
gala dinner dance to celebrate 50 years.

Once everyone enjoyed the meal, the program began with the history of the Chamber.

A group of Cedar Lake business owners in the late 1950s got together with ideas for business
growth and improving the water quality of the lake. They were officially chartered in 1971 to improve
their properties, making them more attractive to residents and visitors.

Back then, the term ‘shopping local’ was not used at the time, but members knew they needed to
keep residents shopping in town for their doors to stay open. The number of visitors coming to the lake in
town has been the biggest change in recent years.

“Since opening the business here in Cedar Lake, everyone has been helpful and very friendly. It
has been a great pleasure to be here,” said Patricia Alvarez, owner of Froggie Latin Kitchen, a new
member of the chamber.

The Chamber hosts ribbon cutting events, luncheons to discuss important topics with chamber
members and monthly newsletters to inform members what is going on in the town and chamber activities
being hosted. It encourages businesses to become acquainted and network with one another with their
business in town.

Over the years, within the Chamber, there has been concern about the lake and the ability to
sustain the tourism industry. They worked with the Town Council and State of Indiana to initiate a project
to improve the water quality. The early Chamber board members sought grants to study how to improve
the lake.

When their efforts came to a standstill, the Cedar Lake Enhancement Association was formed
with the support of the Chamber and Town of Cedar Lake. After many years, the clean-up of the lake has
come full force and will begin in 2022.

The Chamber has accomplished numerous events; donated land to the town for the Lakefront
Park on Lake Shore Drive, hosted the first Garden Walk, Realtor Boat Tour, Kid’s Free Fishing Derby
and with the Town Council of Cedar Lake, hosted the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra on the
lakefront.

In the late 1980s, the Welcome Center was built by teaming up with the Cedar Lake Park and
Recreation Department, Cedar Lake Town Council and a grant from the State of Indiana.

After reminiscing on the history, Diane Jostes, executive director of Cedar Lake Chamber of
Commerce, announced each business that attended the gala for them to stand up for the opportunity to
speak. It gave a face to the name of the business to everyone in attendance.

Once everyone had their spotlight, the dancing began and music filled the air. The rest of the
night celebrated the bonding of the community. It showed the importance of the Chamber being a
resource to the community.

“I love seeing the decorations and engagement from the community,” said Charlie and Marilyn
Kaper, owners of Cedar Lake Florist and longtime chamber members.
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Members dancing during the gala.




Diane Jostes, executive director of Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce, speaking about the
history of the Chamber with Karen Kuhn, vice president of Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce.
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Raising Funds for White Peacock Enclosure and New Barn

Angel and Ariel are a pair of white peacocks who found their forever home with Paws Critter
Crossing and are in need of a bigger enclosure.

“These beautiful young birds can live to be 18-20 years old and would love Paws to be their
forever home,” said Dr. Paula Bratich, volunteer veterinarian.

The enclosure needs to be 30x30 feet with a perch. Their current owner is moving and can no
longer keep them.

Paws Critter Crossing is raising money with their 4th annual Pick 3 LOTTO fundraiser. First
place prize is $2,000 and $1,000 second place prize. The goal is to raise $4,500.

The raffle is a $20 donation to receive a ticket and the drawing for the winning number is the
evening of Nov. 24. Prizes should be picked up on Nov. 26 with winning ticket after 12 p.m.

For more information visit the Paws Critter Crossing Facebook page, website
pawscrittercrossing.org or call (708)710-3167.

The donations help fix any enclosures, food and maintenance needed to help the animals.

Paws Critter Crossing is a nonprofit rehabilitation facility in Illinois for orphaned and injured,
local wildlife and has provided sanctuary for farm animals since 1950.

David Uhter and Dr. Paula Bratich help their many volunteers triage, feed and treat the variety of
species that are brought to PCC for help.

“The organization is all about education. There’s a lot of misinformation that people have about
wild animals, and we help educate them,” said David Uhter CEO of Paws Critter Crossing.

The common animals they receive are deer, raccoons, possums, and foxes.

“It’s a fun experience seeing how their brains work. I can have a baby possum on my shoulder
while I feed them,” said Taylor Trzupek, volunteer at Paws Critter Crossing.

The season for hiring volunteers has ended but will be looking in the spring. For injured wildlife,
the organization provide vaccines, regular deworming and routine maintenance. Simple breaks can be
helped by putting on a splint.

Paws Critter Crossing cannot take animals from a different state. If you find a hurt wild animal in
Indiana, contact Humane Indiana Wildlife at (219)-299-8027.

HHHHH



http://pawscrittercrossing.org/

Aviel sitting on a perch. Angel and Ariel in the enclosure.

Photo credit Paws Critter Crossing. Angel the peacock showing off their feathers.
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Angel and Ariel are a pair of white
peacocks who found their forever home
with Paws Critter Crossing near Chicago
Heights, but they are in need of a bigger
enclosure.
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Their current owner is moving and can
no longer keep them.

So the organization is raising funds to
build them one through its annual raffle.
Tickets are $20 for the raffle, which has
$2,000 first place and $1,000 second
place prizes. The drawing is Nov. 24.
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Speech coach
surprised with
statewide honor

Cheryl Frazier, direc-
tor of speech and foren-
sics at Southland College
Prep Charter High School,
started the speech and
drama program there
shortly after the school’s
founding in 2010 and has
built the program into
a nationally recognized
speech powerhouse.

In a surprise cere-
mony last week at the
school in Richton Park,
Frazier was honored as
an Illinois Charter School
Lifetime Achievement
Award winner by the Illi-
nois Network of Charter
Schools, a not-for-profit
organization that advo-
cates for the improvement
of public education through
high quality charter schools
for underserved communi-
ties.

The INCS Lifetime
Achievement Award is
presented to someone who
has contributed deeply over
many years to the success of
the charter school commu-
nity in Illinois and dedi-
cated their career to helping
underrepresented students
achieve their goals, officials
said.

Frazier was presented
a check for $10,000 from
Southland College Prep’s
Board of Directors in recog-
nition of her achievements,
along with proclamations
from the villages of Richton
Park and Matteson, Cook
County Commissioner
Donna Miller and state Sen.
Michael Hastings.

“Through her work, Mrs.

-

Cheryl Frazier, director of speech and forensics at Southland College Prep in Richton Park,
leaves a surprise rally last week where she was announced as the lllinois Network of Charter
Schools Lifetime Achievement Award winner. JOHN SMIERCIAK/DAILY SOUTHTOWN

Frazier has changed the
lives of our students and
generations to come,” said
Blondean Y. Davis, South-
land’s CEO.

Frazier, who started
coaching speech at her
alma mater, Thornwood
High School, in 1987, has
coached students at the
predominantly African
American charter school in
Richton Park to state and
national championships.

“I always felt my job, my
purpose, my passion was

to make sure our children
know who they are, where
they came from and their
purpose in this life and
world,” Frazier said.

The Illinois Network of
Charter Schools will honor
Frazier and the recipients
of the Outstanding Senior,
Elementary and High
School Teachers of the
Year and Principal of the
Year Awards on Dec. 6 ata
ceremony in Chicago.

During the surprise rally
for Frazier, school officials

also announced Southland
senior Lauren Russell was
awarded a $1,000 scholar-
ship as the INCS Outstand-
ing Illinois Charter School
Senior.

Paws Critter
Crossing
raising funds
for peacock

enclosure, barn
Angel and Ariel are a

pair of white peacocks
who found their forever
home with Paws Critter
Crossing near Chicago
Heights, but they are in
need of abigger enclosure.

Their current owner is
moving and can no longer
keep them.

So the organization
is raising funds to build
them one through its
annual raffle. Tickets are
$20 for the raffle, which
has $2,000 first place
and $1,000 second place
prizes. The drawing is
Nowv. 24.

“These beautiful young
birds can live to be 18-20
years old and would love
Paws to be their forever
home,” said Paula Bratich,
a veterinarian who volun-
teers with the organiza-
tion.

Paws Critter Crossing
is a nonprofit rehabilita-
tion facility in Illinois for
orphaned and injured,
local wildlife and has
provided sanctuary for
farm animals since 1950.

More information is at
pawscrittercrossing.org or
708-710-3167.

Bremen wins
‘Fittest School in
the Region’ title

Bremen High School
physical education classes
competed last month for
the title of the “U.S. Army’s
Fittest School in The
Region.”

The challenge was led
by Army sergeants during
PE classes at the school in
Midlothian, and included
relay races, army carries
and obstacle courses.
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Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce Christmas Tree Sale has Begun

Taking orders for Christmas trees around the lake began for all 130 trees on a first come, first
serve basis.

The trees will be located on the west side of the lake from Wicker to Parrish avenues on 133rd
Ave., the central location on Lakeshore Dr. on west and east side of the Chamber Welcome Center and on
the east side from Morse to Fairbanks streets on 133rd Ave.

Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce members pay $70 and non-members $90. Payments are to be
fulfilled at point of purchase in order to guarantee a tree.

Purchase and decorations are to be completed by Nov. 20 for the Jean Eberle Parade of Lights.

The Chamber will supply a sign identifying the purchaser or dedication and electricity.

For more information, visit the Chamber of Commerce Welcome Center, 7925 Lake Shore Drive
in Cedar Lake or call (219) 374-6157. Office hours are from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Leo’s Pet Garden Home provides the trees and stake them for purchasers.

“We brought to the Chamber’s attention how we have sold trees here in town for years. [So,] we
volunteered to put up the trees free of charge to give back to the community,” said Steve Govert, owner of
Leo’s Pet Garden Home.
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Chamber now taking Christmas tree orders

E FTRADE Open an account
The Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce is taking orders for Christmas Trees that will line
several streets in the community. The staked Frasier Firs will be located in the following
areas - West on 133rd Ave. from Wicker to Parrish Avenues; Central on Lake Shore Drive on You May Like Sponsored Links by Taboola
the east side and west side of the Chamber of Commerce Welcome Center; East on Morse
Street and from Morse Street to Fairbanks Street. The cost of the trees is $70 for Chamber S

members and $90 for non-members. Included in the price is a tree, a sign indicating a
A Strategy to Address the

business name or who the tree is dedicated to and electricity to the tree. For more #1 Cause of Hospital Deaths

information, contact the Chamber of Commerce office from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday at 219-374-6157. Leo’s Pet Garden Home provides and stakes the trees.
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Public Service Announcement

Contact: Shannon Yardley( | | Il GEGE0D Air Date: 11-23-21

End Date: 01-08-22

Keep Your Christmas Trees Running Bright- 30 seconds

Announcer: The Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce wants to ensure your Christmas trees displayed in

town are safe. Here are some tips on how to keep your lights shining bright outside. The trees should be
decorated with lights that are securely tied to the branches; you never know when the next gust of wind
may take it all away. No decorations or lights can be placed on the ground next to the trees. They can
cause a hazard to vehicles when they fall into the street. Has your sign gone missing? Call us to receive a

new sign for $10. Decorations must be removed by January 8, 2022. Happy Holidays!
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Keep Your Christmas Trees Running Bright- 30 seconds

Announcer: The Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce wants to ensure your Christmas trees displayed in

town are safe. Here are some tips on how to keep your lights shining bright outside. The trees should be
decorated with lights that are securely tied to the branches; you never know when the next gust of wind
may take it all away. No decorations or lights can be placed on the ground next to the trees. They can
cause a hazard to vehicles when they fall into the street. Has your sign gone missing? Call us to receive a
new sign for $10. Decorations must be removed by January 8, 2022. Happy Holidays!




